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The Digitisation of Film, Video and Audio
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Not only film, but also audio and
video collections are of great
importance to our cultural heritage,
however it seems that their
worth is often underestimated.
By 2012 only 1.5 percent of the
European film heritage was
digitally available online. In terms
of long-term preservation, video
and audio collections are the most
vulnerable as the signal strength
worsens as time goes on,
and playback equipment is
becoming increasingly scarce.
Film is also vulnerable.
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Film
Picturae is aware of the unique value of analogue

In 1893 the first film was shown. It is now almost

video and audio material, and has the technical

impossible to imagine life without moving images.

resources in house to digitally enrich this heritage,

Film enchants, narrates and teaches us about our

and to make it accessible. With over 10 years of

history, however it is also fragile and subject to decay.

experience, we can guarantee the highest

There is an acute danger of loss of unique film as it is

quality through continuous innovation. Technique

affected by mold, acidification or shrinkage. Fortunately

is important, but our real motivation is a passion for

Picturae has the knowledge and equipment in house to

history and culture. That is the reason why we have

preserve your valuable footage for future generations.

dedicated ourselves to digitising, indexing and
enriching the heritage of libraries, archives,

With the increasing interest in audiovisual archive

museums and other heritage institutions.

material and in particular film, digitisation is
becoming ever more important. Picturae can digitise

Through the digitisation of film, video and audio

Super8, 8mm, 9.5mm, 16mm and 35mm films in all

collections, they may be re-discovered. It is often

existing formats and codecs, and make your film

unclear exactly what information may be found in

collection digitally available online, in a database that

a given sound and image collection. Isn’t it time

is accessible to the public.

to make your sound and image collection
accessible to the general public? Picturae can

We can even digitise footage that has been badly

provide high quality digitisation of this material,

damaged or shrunk using the ‘optical bench’ which we

and make it digitally available via a website.

designed specifically for this purpose. This innovation is

A ‘VeleHanden’ (literally ‘Many Hands’) film or

the result of our philosophy and motivation, the passion

video project is also a possibility.

for film and the preservation of our cultural heritage.
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Audio

How does it work?

Audio collections are often valuable historical

Analysis and Expertise

sources, such as the first words on the moon from

Before we can help you to make your collection

Neil Armstrong: “That’s one small step for a man,

publicly accessible, it is necessary to examine

one giant leap for mankind”, and are therefore of

what condition the material is in. This is important

great importance to our cultural heritage.

because the state determines how a certain

Unfortunately it is not always clear what exactly may

collection should be handled. Furthermore,

be found within a certain audio collection.

together we can explore the possibilities to

In addition, the material is often fragile, and the

discover the best way to make your collection

necessary playback apparatus not easily available.

Video

publicly available, such as with an online film
bank or a website with an audio archive.

Picturae will be happy to help you where possible

Processing and
Preparation for
Digitisation

to listen to your audio collection, so you can judge
for yourself whether you want to digitise it or not.
Whether it is audio tapes, audio cassettes or LPs, we

Video collections are often very extensive, occupying

VHS, Hi8, miniDV, U-matic and Betacam, amongst

can make them digitally available. Your archive can

large amounts of space in archives, whilst the video

many others, may be converted into digital files.

then easily be transferred into an organised collection

signal becomes weaker over time, and working

These files can easily be accommodated in our hosting

management system.

playback equipment becomes increasingly scarce.

and storage facilities so that you do not have to have

Digitisation is the ideal solution to these problems!

a large storage and backup system. We will take full

Picturae can also restore and digitise audio tapes that

originals, if necessary. Each item has a barcode

A recurrent problem, however, is that it is often not

responsibility for the care of your files.

have been affected by acidification or hydrolysis.

for easy organisation of your collection within our

In order to make the digitisation process as
smooth as possible we can first restore your

collection management system.

clear exactly what state the videotapes are in, and
what the quality of the images is, making it difficult to

Besides digitising videos, we can also clean and

choose which part of your collection you want

restore them. Picturae has the technology available

to digitise. Picturae supports you by making the

to clean videotapes both quickly and carefully.

appropriate playback equipment available, so allowing

Even sticky shed syndrome is no problem for us, as we

Digitisation and
Finishing

you to review the collection and make a selection.

have a purpose-made oven in which recalcitrant bands

It is possible to employ colour and exposure

can be ‘baked’.

correction techniques during or after the

Once a selection has been made, Picturae can provide

digitisation of film. We also offer the possibility of

the highest quality digitisation of this material.

using a sophisticated computer system to remove
scratches and dust. Finally we can, if desired,
remove or improve noises, ticks and pops in
audio material, and adjust the volume.
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It’s digitised, now what?
Management

Accessibility

The digitisation of a film, video or audio collection

In addition to managing your collection in a collection

makes it easier to search through and to see what

management system, it is also possible to show part,

information is included. In addition, you can organise

or the entire collection, on a public website.

digitised files in our collection management system

Thus, potential museum visitors, historians, cultural

and add additional information. It is not only possible

enthusiasts and other interested parties can easily

to add dates, places or events, but also to link various

view film clips or listen to speeches on the radio.

audio and film files of the same event.

This was formally not possible, as the originals were

You can yourself choose which links to create and

often too fragile to be played, or the relevant playback

what information to add. This ‘metadata’, as this

apparatus was simply not available. Now it’s easier

information is known, not only ensures that your

than ever to watch and listen to your collection.

collection is equipped with the necessary descriptions,
but also helps you to create a clear overview of your

A digitised video, film or audio collection often

digitised originals. This additional information makes

requires extensive storage. However, it is not

it simple to run searches within your collection for a

necessary for you to have a specialised computer in

specific place or time, because searching is fun, but

order to be able to store and view these collections,

finding is far more satisfying!

as Picturae can manage them for you in our own
environmentally friendly e-filing. We can then create
compressed files for the website so that online visitors
can enjoy your collection at home or in the train,
using a laptop, a tablet or smartphone, without long
loading times.

Enrichment

This is what makes these collections so special, and

Your collection may be enriched by the addition of

own fragments. This can easily be done by linking the

extra information or tags. For example, metadata

digitised collection to a webshop on a public website.

added to a scene in a movie provides valuable

Here you can determine which part of your collection

background information and makes it easier to find.

may be downloaded or ordered on DVD, and by whom.

is the reason that many enthusiasts would also like to

It is also possible to make selections by selecting
certain shots or scenes. However, this work is both

With all these possibilities your collection has never

time consuming and expensive. Thanks to the

been so accessible, for you as for the general public.

crowdsourcing website VeleHanden ‘Many Hands’ it is

By making your collection publicly available, you

possible to receive help from the general public with

can be satisfied that you are doing your part for our

this work, whilst you can yourself control who is able

heritage by allowing people to visualise and therefore

to add information.

recognise the value of our past. Now it is possible to
take your collection from the basement of your

Earning

museum or the depots of your archive and make these
treasures available to everyone! It does not matter

Unique film, video and audio clips enrich our

where in the world your collection is located, Picturae

knowledge of history. They bring the past to life.

can create a customised plan: from secure art transport

Whilst a record such as a deed or a print provides us

to online presentation and from digitisation on location

with just one image, film, video and audio materials

to a personalised collection management system.

show us what a historical event was really like.

Do you have questions, or would you
like to know more?
National Dutch Glass Museum: Visitors can access additional information about objects, including film and audio,
using an ipod touch.

6

Please contact Jean-Pierre Sens +31(0)7 25 32 04 44
For further information please see www.picturae.com
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Ad

‘Work from anywhere’

Web-based collection management

File
Management

Collection
Management

Online Store
Management

‘Sharing ideas, enriching your cultural heritage’

